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OUR FIRST BULLETIN 








We herewith present the first issue of the BULLETIN of the Catholic 
Theatre Conference, which was recommended and authorized at the first meeting 
of this Conference, held at Chicago on June 14 and 15, of this years 


In accordance with the desires of the Conference, expressed at the meet- 
ing in June, we are seeking to make of this BULLETIN an organ for the dis- 
semination of information regarding Catholic drama groups throughout the 
country and also a medium for the exchange of ideas among the various group 
members of the Conference. 


We invite our readers freely to use the BULLETIN for these purposes and 
thus further the interests of the Conference as a whole, 
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THE CHICAGO MEETING 


The initial meeting of the Catholic Theatre Confere: oe was salled by 
Emmet Lavery with the cooperation of the Reve F.G. Dineen, S.J., of Loyola 
Commnity Theater, and an advisory cormitteo of prominent Catholics to set 
in motion the organization of a federation of the Catholic drama groups in 
the country. 


The principal achievement of the Conference was the formation of a ten- 
tative organization with a temporary executive committee and officers to 
serve until the Conference in Washington, August 7 and 8, Those chosen to 
fill these offices are: 


Emmet Lavery, Chairman 

Rev. John H. Mahoney, Vice-Chairman 

Rev. F.G. Dineen, SeJ., Vice-Chairman 

E. Francis licDovitt, Secrotary-Treasurer 


Rov. Francis X. Talbot, S.J. ( 
Rov, Urban Nagle, 0.P, ) 
Reve Jods MeLarney, OP. ( 
cane Exec 
Norman Griffin } Executive Committee 
Sister Marv Louis ( 
Margaret Ryan ) 


Jee for Conforence Shown 


The need and desire for a more or less closely knit organization of 
Catholic drama groups in the United States was unmistakably roflected not 
only in the numbor of registered delegates at the convention, but in the keen 
interest and enthusiasm displayod by schoduled speakers and the conferees at 
largee The sessions themselves emphasized to sveryone the necessity of an 
organization which can service Catholic drama groups in the way of spreading 
information about Catholic theatrical activitios in parishes, schools and 
Little Theater groups and in thus affording an opportunity for the exchange 
of idoas with mutually beneficial results, Most of the conforees openly ox- 
prossod their amazement at their own ignorance as to what other Catholic 
groups were achieving in the drana,. 


4 recapitulation of tho rogistration list discloses that 416 persons at- 
tended as duly authorizod representatives of Catholic drama groups. Those 
represonted 27 Statos and Canada, Of this total 128 ropresonted schools, 
colleges, theater guilds, dramatic clubs and the like, The total number of 
cities and villages represented was 114, 
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Interosting Program Arranged 


The sossions included several general mootings, entertainment in the 
form of plays, domonstrations, and the like, exhibits and addresses by pro= 
minont persons in the Catholic Theator Field, 


Among the notable spoeakors woro: the Rev. Francis X. Talbot, S.de, 
Editor-ineChief of Amorica; tho Rov. Daniol A. Lord, §.J., who gave the key= 
note addross; the Rev. Urban Naglo, 0.P., foundor of the Blackfriars? Gui}d; 
tho Rev. Dr. John H. Mahonoy, of tho Catholic Thoater Guild, Now York; the 
Rov. Georgo Stemm, of Columbia Collogo, Dubuquo, Ia.; the Rov, J.J. MicLarncy, 
O.P., of the De Paul University, Chicago; tho Rev. Gilbert V. Hartke, 0.P., 
of the Catholic University, Washington, D.eC.; the Rev. Francis A. Growney, 
of Buffalo; tho Rov. M. Holfen, of tho Catholic Dramatic Movement in Wisconsin. 

The entertainment consistod of a production by tho Loyola Community 
Thoator of Mr. Lavery's “Monsignor's Hour"; a puppot play by tho studonts of 
Marygrove College, Dotroits a scone from an original play, "Joanne dtArc," 
by the Verso Spoaking Choir of liundolein Colloge, wndor tho direction of 
Sistor Mary Loola, B.V.Ji.; 2 radio play by the studonts of Rosary Colilego, 
undor tho direction of Sistor Mary Potor, 0.P.; and a musical fantasy, "Sit 
Down," by Dorothy Day, produced by pupils of St. Elizaboth's High School. 


The principal businoss accomplishmonts of the conforence, othor than th 
olection of tho officors and the oxocutive board, was tho appointmont of come 
mittecs and the passage of sovoral rosolutions. Tho porsonnol of tho come 
mittoos, insofar as they have boon comploted, appoar olsowhore in this 
BULLETIN, 


The resolutions expressed gratitude to His Eminonce Goorge Cardinal 
Mundolein, Archbishop of Chicago, for his graciousness in acting as Patron 
of the sossions; oxprossod appreciation to iis Excolloncy, the Most Rov, Am- 
leto Giovanni Cicognani, Apostolic Dologate to tho United States, and tho 


Most Rov, Michaol J. Curley, Archbishop of Baltimore, for thoir interost in 


and sympathy toward tho work of tho Conforence; thanked the Loyola Community 


Thoator, Father Dinoon, and Charles Costcllo for tho hospitality offorod the 
dcologatess thanked Father Talbot for his intorest and cooperation; oncouragod 
the dologates to support ard attend the sessions of the Conferenco in Wash- 
ington in August; oxprossed approciation to tho WPA Fodoral Theater Project 
for its current compilation of a list of Catholic plays, and oxprossod the 
regrot of the Conferonce at tho tormination of the activitios of the Paulist 
Foathors! station, ‘Li/L. 


Practicable Plan Assured 


We all rojoico in the tremondous domonstration of strongth at Chicago 
and assuro the Confcronco mombors that the simplost yot most practicablo plan 
for a pormanont organization will bo advanced at tho Washington mootinge 
That plan, whon submitted by Fathor Lord's Constitution Committee, will do- 
tormino the kind of membership, the amowmt of duos, and the best mothods of 
cloaring tho available mtorial on plays, tochniquos and kindred questions. 


Noodloss to say, we are all agreod that the plan should be broad onough 
to cover ovory field of Catholic Thoater intorest and floxible onough to 
permit the rapid advancomont of common standards without destroying local 
initiativo., 


sk ek Ke KK * 
AS SEEN FROM THE CHAIR 


It would bo impossible in this briof BULLETIN to covor evory phase of 
that historyemaking mooting at Chicago=syour own notos mst be as oxtonsive 
&S our owneebut a quick glance at tho notes of our Chairman will givo us 
somo highlights worth romomboring » 
pe "As I look over my notos on the Chicago conforonco," writes Mr. Lavory, 

neso are somo of tho good things that immodiatoly take my cy; : 


"Tho practicslly un imous dosiro of tho delogatos for a simplo plan 
which makes our common oxperionco available for study and imitatione-with 
particular omphasis on tho dosirability of a bulletin and regional mootings. 


"Fathor Lord's ostimate of tho groat power of tho Catholic audioncos 
in this country=—tho biggost potential audioenco in tho nation today. 
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"Father Hartko's analysis of the eperatiens of tho Blackfriars’ group over 
a poriod of f.-%c yoars, with spoeial attontion to tho sacramontal charactor 
of tho work, 


"Dr, Mahoney's ropert on tho Catholic Reportory Theater of Now York, 
which has dono 350 plays in 24 years and which brought to light recontly 
Parker's little known but definitoly distinguished play 'Lourdes', 


"Tho stimlating record of tho Catholic Actors! Guild in Buffalo, as 
doscribod by Fathor Grownoy, who was at one time on the profossional stago~-- 
&@ group believed to bo the only diocosan dramatic organization functioning 
with spocific episco}.:} approval, Wo will not forgot Fathor Growney* con- 
vincing domonstratien that Catholic Thoator is not only an art but a paying 
ontorprise as wollenor his ingonuity in inviting noted guest actors to play 
loading roles with his oxeollont groupe 


"Tho analysis of tho strongth of Catholic drama on the Continont as 
prosontod by Sistor Constantia of Clarke Collogo, Dubuquo, Iae, with particular 
attention to Ghoon, 


"The romrks of Sister Mary Petor of Rosary Colloge, Rivor Forost, on 
tho needloss oxploitation of ohildron in the theatoreewhich raises vory noatly 
tho quostions do young ehildren belong on tho stago or in tho audienco? 


"Tho oxhilarating repert of Sistor Mary Loola, of Mundolein Colloge, 
Chicago, on the work of tho Verse Spoaking Choir, which is now known through- 
out the world for its oxceptional work on tho radio, 


"The possibilities in the workshop of the eollego thoater as reviewed 
by Sister Mary Denatus of Immaculataw=a subechairman, by tho way, who was 
meoting playwrights in large numbers beforo she left the Chicago meoting, © 
most eneouraging sign ef the pormanont suecoss of the Conforoncds 


"The advantages in the Catholic summor school of drama as outlined by 
Sistor Consuolla of Marywood, Scranton, Pae, who is conducting hor own school 
this summor for teachors and advanced studonts of dramtes 


"Fathor Talbot's rousing talk on 'Drama in the News! with his elarion 
call for Catholic dramtists to write on eontomporary probloms in Spain and 
Gormany.» 


"Mary Agnes Doyle's skotch of tho groat dramatic fostivals in England in 
the light of your Chairmants own hopos for 12 or 15 cycles of eollege plays 
a yoar hence in this eountry. 


"Fathor licLarney!s apponl for Catholic drama that is ossontially Catholic, 
& drama that will olovate tio stage to its proper placo in the Amoriean scone, 


"Fathor Sempor's scathing survoy of tho doficioncies of drama doparte 
monts in many loading Catholic universities, with constructivo notos on his 
own work for a mastor!s degree in drama at Iowaeema peint parallolod by Father 
Coughlin, SeJ., of Jorsxy City, who is erusading for moro majors in drama 
and more courses loading to M.A. with eventually a course liko Yalo'*s in many 
of our collegess and contrasted with both those viewpoints, Fathor Lord's 
stimlating off-tho-rocord question as to whothecr drama can bo really taught 
-n schools, ospocially under tho prosent credit systom which rules out from 
school facultios many @f the bost theater pooplo, because thoy have not soveral 
dogreos bohind their names, ‘Isn't it truo that sometimes the bost placo to 
icarn thoator is in tho thoater?! Fathor Lord asked yeur Chairman ono day, 
theroby raising the quostion whethor in tho futuro tho best schools of tho 
theater may be those alliod with but not too formally identifiod with a uni- 
vorsity scteup, 


"Tho proposal for a Catholic Workors' Thoater on tho Catholic Worker farm 
at Easton, Pa., as advanced by the Editor of The Catholic Workor, William 
Callahane=a chance for sincero Catholics to live a oolloctive and cooporative 
lifo in the thoator and raiso themselvos by thoir own bootstraps. 


"Tho oxciting fiold oponod up by Dorothy Day*s musical play for tho Nogro 
group from St, Elizaboth's High School, Chicagoseand with it the oxciting 
quostions whon is somo Catholic dramatist going to give us a play on ono of 
tho most improssivo porsonalities of eur day---Tho Nogro Priost? 


"Father Naglo'ts romindor that pootic drama noods tho Catholic faith bo- 
causo whon man trios to soar in tho thoator, ho must havo wings to fly with. 
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"Norman Griffints appoal for plays doaling with oxisting social probloms, 
Mothor Mary Josophino's (Cedar Rapids) ploa for an adoquato system of credits 
for dramatic work and Miss Margaret Mary Koarnoy's observations on tho toech- 
niquo of the art of tho stago, both as related to verso sponking and stan- 
dards in high school groups goncrally. 


"And finally your Chairman must add his own pet program: tho opportunity 
for a dozon or 15 simultancous cyclos of colloge plays noxt sprin;;. All it 
roqui: .s is for the leading colloge in cach region to invito six or soven 
noighboring collogos to a conferenco, Lot thom plan their final bills of the 
yoar with reforonce to possiblo inclusion of thoso plays in a wook of drama at 
& contral placo, Thon in ono wock on succossive nights wo could soo such plays 


-_-—* © =, 


Pouchkecpsio and I'll sond my favorito list! All the plan roquiros is a little 
colloctivo planninge-and then lot Mialvorn look to its laurels," 


** * & *& + 4 
RDO: ECHOES FROJi CilICAGO 


Tho suggostion is already made that within two yoars wo should havo an 
Intornational Catholic Thoatre Conforonce--ospocially in viow of tho strongth 
of Catholic drama on tho Continecnte 


* * * * 


Fathor Kuhlman, S.J., of Wost Baden, advances tho suggostion that with 
somo slight changes Monsignor'ts Hour might oasily bo mado availablo for all- 


mile casts in sominarics, 


* * * * 


A growing domand is ovident for tho appoarance of Sistor Mary Poter and 
Sistor Mary Loola at “lashington-=and the Verso Speaking Choir of lMundcolcin as 
violl, 


* * 3 


Tho Franciscan puppot play, My Lady Faith, prosonted by Marygrove Collogo, 
is oponing up a now fiold for many schools which aro contomplating following 
in the fiold in which llarygrove has pioncored for four yoarse 


x y x 


Most provalont of all tic impressions romaining from tho Chicago mooting 
is a widesproad admiration for tho progross and vigor of tho nuns in tho Nid-e 
Wost arca, In tho ficld of the theator, thoy are loaving tho mon's collogos 
far bohind, 


* * * 4 


And probably the most amazing improssion rormining from the Chicago mocting 
is the staggoring varioty of Catholic thoator, Wo all maintainod for yoars 
that it oxisted and that all wo nood do is to coordinato it, But wo novor 
droamed with what vigor it oxisted, And so whon wo for the first timo mot cach 
othor, wo wore amazed to find tho distinguishod work being dono by layman, 
pricsts and nuns of whom wo had novor heard bofore | 


k * 
At last wo roally know coach othor, And now tho world will know us too. 
* % * * *K * 
COMMITTEES 


4. numbor of cormmittcos woro appointod at tho Chicago conforenco to sti- 
mulato at onco the work of the Conforonco wntil tho Washington mooting. Wo 
are happy to roport that many of those committecos lost no timo in foro- 
gathoring and conforring oven before tho Chicago sessions woro ovor,. Your 
Scerotary has in his files at tho momont reports of those conforoncos in 
Chicago and sinco that timo has rocoived additional roports from othor com- 
mittoo chairmon, 
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All of this indicates an onthusiasm and onorgy which augurs woll for tho 
futuro of tho conference in goncral and tho Washington mooting in particular, 
Thon tho rosults of tho Comaittcos' work will bo reported at groatcr longthe 


Following aro tho Committoc Chairmon now busily at works 


COMMITTES CHAIR isi: 


———— = — ee ee ee eee 


Primary Grammr Sr, Maric Antheny 
St. Mary's Academy, Donvor, Coloe 


(Bevs Bort Walker 
. ) Loyola Comaunity Thoatcr, Chicago,Ill. 

High School ‘ : 

)Girls - Margarot Mary Koarnoy 

( 1314 S, 57th Ste, Philo., Fa 

(Vomon Sr, lary Potor 

) Rosary College, Rivor Forost, Ill. 
Colloge ( 

)I ion Rov. Goo, He. Stomm 


Columbia Collogo, Duluquo, Iowa 


Li tt lo Theater Reve C . Vv. Hartko > 0 e P 
Catholic Unive, “ashington, D.C. 


Play Listing Rov. iatthias Helfon 
Oconomowoc, ‘isc. 


Play Writing Sr. tary Donatus 
Imnaculata, Pa 


Constitution Rove Danicl Lord, Sed. 
Tho Quoon's “fork, Ste Louis, |.0. 


Convontion tov. Jede Liclarnoy, O.F. 
Dominican Houso of Studcics 
Rivor Forost, Ill. 


Bulletin Mr. Frank licDovitt 
Blacifriar Institute 
Catholic Unive, “asie, DC. 
(NOTE: Con.plotc Committoo Rosters woro not submittod 
by Chaimaen in timo to mako this Bullotin,) 


x * kK KK K * 


Through the gonorosivy of the dclogates at the Chicago conferenco, the 

sum of 252.25 has beon made availablo to your Secrctariato for conducting tho 

affairs of the Conferonce witil tho “ashington mooting, According to prosont 
s s 


~ 


indications, thi m Should covor tho noccss ./ oxponsos adoquatcly and it is 
our hopo that wo shall havo a balance whon tho prosent period of gestation is 


Be ©} OUTlug 

Ploase aadross all communications to the SccrotaryeTroasuror at tho 
Llackfriar Institute of Dramatic Arts, tho Catholic Univorsity of Amorica, 
Brookland, Washington, De Ce 


Your tomporary headquartors aro ploasantly and convoniontly locatod and 
will becom. your contor of information and assistanco during tho Washington 
08s) 
** Ke KK HK 
BULLETIN 
In accordance with tho wishes of tho Conforonce, two numbors of this 


BULLETIN arc boing issuod, tho socond to roach you sovoral days bofore tho 
Washington mooting, August 7 and 8, 
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Readers are roquosted to sond to tho Socrotary-Troasurer tho names and 
addresses of any interosted persons or groups vho wore not represcnted at 
tho Chicago mooting, so that oopios of this and subsoquont nwmbors of tho 
BULLETIN may bo sont to them, 


eee eK KK Ee 
WASHINGTON CONFER Ci 


The first stop in the arrangomont of tho program for tho socond mooting 
of tho Catholic Theatro Conferonce to be hold at tho Catholic Univorsity of 
Amorica Saturday and Sunday, August 7 and 8, has boon complctod by the Con- 


aa 
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vontion Committoe wnder the Chairmanship of tho Nov. J.!. MeLarnoy, O.P. 


An attractivo varicty of businoss sossions, soctional mootings, ontor= 
tainmont and addrossos by prominont porsons is in presp.ct at tho prosont 
tinoe Whilo dotails and cortain importart features have not as yot boon 
worked out, we are roasonably cortain that tho ful) program will bo roady in 
tiic Lor our socond BULLETIN, 

We are in a position at this time to give tho genoral outline of the 
twoeday sossions, On Friday, August 6, there will bo registration and pro- 
liminary mootings of tho Exocutivo and othor Committoos, Tho following day 
thore will also be recistration and the first rogular meoting of tho Exo- 
cutive and other Comittoes, Theso mootings will bo fcllowed by tho first 
Gonoral Sossion in tho Blackfriar Thoator in the gymasiwa of tho Univorsity. 
This mooting will be foatured by an addross of welcomo by the Rt. Rov. tisgr. 
Josoph M. Corrigan, Reotor of the Catholic Univorsity of Amorica, and tho 
keynoto addross by the Rt. Rov. Msgr. Fulton J. Sheon, Professor of tho Phi- 
losophy of Roligion at tho Catholic University, Following tho assumption of 
the chair by Mr. Irmot Lavory, Chairman of the Catholic Thoatre Confcrenco, 
thore will be announcomonts and sommittco and soctional assignments. 


Soctional Moetings Schodulod 


In the aftornoon, tho Camittoc in soctional mootings, as annowicod in 
tho goneral morning sossion, will bo held, Latcr in tho afternoon, tho so- 
cond Gonoral Session will bo held, at which sponkors of note will addross tho 
Confcronce on various phasos of the Catholic Theater iiovoment, These ad- 
drossos will bo £ l*owod by intormodiary cormittce reports, 


im informal Banquot will be held in tho ovoning in the rofoctory of tho 
Univorsitye Notablo addrosses and ontortaimnont will follow tho dimor, 


The socond day, Sunday, August 8, will open with a solom Iss at which 
& sermon will bo proached by the Vory Rov, lisgr, Michaol J, Ready, Goncral 


Socrotary of the National Catholic “folfarc Confercnco, Later in tho morning, 
furthor comnittoo and soctional mootings will be hold, 


After an intormission of sovoral hours, in which time conferocs will be 
onablod to visit various points of intorest in “lashington, tho third Gonoral 
Sossion of tho Conference will be called to ordor, After additional sig- 
nificant addrossos, final roports of comnittoos will bo made, including the 
report of tho Constitution Committco and action on that roport, and oloction 


QY 


Y officers, The Conforenco will close with entorteaimmont in the ovoning.s 
Ut hor Yoll«Known Spoakers 


Asscng tho other wellelmov.: spoakors who will address various sossions of 
the Conference aro: 


Thc Rev. Francis X, Talbot, SeJe, Editor-in-Chiof of Amcricas; tho Rov. 
eGe Dinoons S.J., of tho Loyola Comunity Theator, Chicago; tho Rove Urban 
Nagle, ©.P., of tho Blackfriar Institutcs; tho Rev, Thomas F, Caroy, OePe, 
Professor of Adolescent Psychology at tho Catholic Univorsity; tho Rev, Dr. 
John H, Mahoney, of the Catholic Reportory Thoeator of Now Yorks tho Rov. 
Vincont McDonough, S.eJ., of Goorgotown University; liiss Agnos G, Rogan, Exoe 
cutivo Socrotary of tho National Council of Catholic “YYomen; Charles A. 
icliahon, Editor of Catholic Action; Ann Ford, of tho New York Theater Guild; 
Sistor Mary Potor, of Rosary Collogo, River Forest, Ill.; and Sistor Donatus, 
of Imaaculata Collogo, Immculata, Pa. 
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SPECIAL CONVENTION ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Accomodations 


The Convention Committoo announcos that a limitod mumbor of accomodations 
will be availablo at tho Catholic Univorsity for mon and womon at no charge. 
Moals will be sorved at nominal cost. Sinco tho numbor of rooms is limitod, 
thoso plaming to attond tho convontion aro urgontly roqucsted to apply for 
rosocrvations not lator than August 1. Rooms will be assignod in the ordor of 
application, Make application to tho Rov. J.J. MeLarnoy, 0.l., Blackfriar 
Instituto, The Catholic Jnivorsity of Amorica, 


For thoso who shu?l dosiro or shall bo csrcod to: ‘x hotel accomo- 
dations, wo are advisod that sovoral of the downtown hovols havo offorod 
spocial ratos for confvreos,. Ploaso mako your resorvations through tho 
Convention Committee not lator than August 1. 


Tne following hotels aro comfortablo and modern andi located in tho section 
of Washington most roadily accessiblo to tho Catholic Univorsity of Amorica: 
Dodge, Washington and Ralcighe 


The Tardman Park Hotol, ono of Washington's botter hostelrios, while not 
as convoniontly locatod, is novertholoss the cho'c. of many visitors to tho 
Canita.. 


The Dodgo offers singlo rooms with showor and bath, 2,50. For groups of 
tio or more in a doublo room or suito, $2,00 — che 


The Ylashington quotos rates at “3,00 for a singlo room, $5.00 for a 
loublo with twin beds, 


The Raloigh has single rooms at $2.50, double rooms with twin bods, 


Wardman Park quotos $3,00 for a single room with bath and “5,00 for a 
double room with bath. 


The Convention Camiittoe emphasizos tho importance of making rosorvations 
by August 1, so that it can soloct tho moro comfortablo outsido rooms in those 
and othor hotels, 


Rogistration 


The Convontion Committco wishes to urgo upon conferoos the importanco of 
registoring for the Convontion, 


The Committco is mooting the difficulty of limited spaco for oxhibits, 
and for that reason has not invited as many groups to participate in the 
oxnibits as it would wish. Nowovor, suggostions in this mattor will bo ap- 
prociatod. Ploaso commnicato boforo July 23 with Fathor licLarnoy. Tho 
wie is particularly intorosted in dynamic oxhibits or domonstrations 
of works 


Lanquoct 


The banquot schodulod for Saturday ovoning, August 7, will bo informal 
ond for tho purposo of injocting a social and lighter note into tho program. 
he addrossos will bo briof and on subjocts of intorost to all conforcos 
and the entortainment will bo tho bost obtainable in Washington. 





